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Abstract? 

PURPOSE: To reduce a data transmission time to prevent the lowering of a printing 
efficiency of a page printer by a method wherein fixed printing data, such as a form 
overlay pattern and image data, is prestored in a page printer, and only characters or 
other printing data which vary for every page are transmitted from a host device. 
CONSTITUTION: On an instruction from a host device 1, a control means 3 develops 
only a printing pattern corresponding to compressed printing data read from a first area 
7 on a bit map memory 4 and makes a printing mechanism part 9 print the data. 
Furthermore, on an instruction from the host device 1 , the control means 3 reads a 
printing pattern from a storage means 5, develops only this printing pattern on the bit 
map memory 4, and makes the printing mechanism part 9 print the data. Therefore, by 
prestoring a form overlay pattern, image data, and the like in the storage means 5 as a 
predetermined printing pattern, the need for transmitting the form overlay pattern or the 
image data from the host device 1 to a printer 2 for every page is eliminated, and a 
data transmission time can be reduced. 
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